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Abstract


Developmental coordination Disorder (DCD) is characterized by an impairment of motor coordination and a delay in terms of overall gross motor development that cannot be explained by general intellectual retardation or any neurological disorder (Ahern, 2002; Portwood, 1999; Drew and Kirby, 2003). Individuals with DCD are further characterized by a marked delay in terms of accomplishments (Morrison, 1999;  Portwood, 1999; Hamilton, 2002). Although it has been said that DCD is more prevalent than other learning disorders such as Cerebral Palsy, Muscular Dystrophy, Dyslexia and Dyscalculia (Missiuna, 2006; Cairney et al., 2006), there seems to be no locally produced literature about this disorder. 


In the plight towards the understanding of DCD, this study aimed to establish whether the disorder is also prevalent in the local school setting. Students from the University of the Philippines Integrated School aged 8 (n = 30) were assessed using a Symptom Assessment Questionnaire (SAQ) and the TGMD – II. 


Results had shown that 46.67% or 14 out of 30 respondents qualified for DCD which established the percentage of 14.67% using the total population of 8 year olds in UPIS. Given the 5-6% prevalence standard in same-aged population in schools as indicated by previous research (Portwood, 1999; Drew and Kirby, 2003), it can be said that  DCD is prevalent in UPIS. It has also been found that 24 students or 80% of the total number of subjects fell below the 40th percentile on the object control test while 53.33% or 16 subjects fell below the 50th percentile on the Locomotor test which was similar to the trend indicated by a previous study (Roncesvalles, Isidro, Bercades and Peneyra, 2005). 
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